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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See37CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to the amendment filed April 21. 2005 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are claims 1-12 and 14-15 renumbered respectively as claims 1-14 are allowed . 

3. £3 The drawings filed on 21 April 2005 are accepted by the Examiner 

4. £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. Claims 1-12, and 14-15 are pending in the instant application. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Christopher R. Lipp (41 1 57) on July 6, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Regarding claim 14, in line 1 , "a tone a phase" is replaced by -a tone, or a 
phase--. 

Regarding claim 15, in line 4, "whether the tone or the phase change" is replaced 
by -whether the information signal, the tone, or the phase change of the tone-. 

Claims 1-12, and 14-15 are renumbered respectively as claims 1-14, and the 
claim dependency is renumbered accordingly. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-12 and 14-15 renumbered respectively as claims 1-14 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Claims 1-12 and 14-15 renumbered respectively as claims 1-14 are allowed 
because the prior art of record does not disclose or obviate the limitations of the 
independent claims. While several references such as Li et al (US 6556674 - 
previously cited) disclose a method of detecting a tone by dividing a signal into frames 
having an adjustable length set to ensure accurate detection of the tone (col. 6, lines 1- 
45) and transforming the frames into the frequency domain to detect the tone, the 
references do not disclose or adequately teach selecting a predetermined number of 
blocks to be processed for detection. That is, the prior art of record may divide a signal 
into adjustable blocks to ensure accurate detection of a tone, but there is no proper 
motivation to select only some of the blocks for processing. Furthermore, while the prior 
art references listed in the PTO-892 filed January 21 , 2005 are related to the detection 
of a tone (specifically DTMF tones), the prior art references cited in prior office actions 
(before January 21, 2005) are related to the detection of an information signal. 
However, among these cited references of the prior art, no proper motivation exists to 
combine their features to arrive at the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Perilla whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3055. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vanderpuye Kenneth can be reached on (571 ) 272-3078. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Oason M. Perilla 
July 6, 2005 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



